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Oppose HB 183: A Drain on Resources and a Threat to Our Safety  
 
Checking the immigration status of all arrestees will encourage local police to 
racially profile and act as immigration agents.  This bill will encourage police officers 
to act as immigration officials and incentivize pretextual arrests so that officers can run 
individuals through immigration databases.  Race and ethnicity are factors officers may 
use to arrest individuals with this intent. Local law enforcement is not trained to make 
determinations about an individual’s immigration status.  Our local police officers in 
Texas should be focused on protecting our communities.  This bill will instead push law 
enforcement to engage in activities that divide and intimidate many Texas residents.     
 
HB 183 will make our communities less safe.  When victims and their families believe a 
police encounter will result in deportation for those who are out of status, they fail to report 
violent crime and do not cooperate with law enforcement as witnesses.  The U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security estimates that in January 2009, over 1.6 million 
undocumented persons were living in Texas.  HB 183 will leave this portion of the Texas 
population more vulnerable to criminals and less willing to cooperate with police.  Without 
their help, police will be less equipped to do their job and keep us all safe from harm. 
 
This proposal is an unfunded mandate for local law enforcement.  HB 183 requires 
that the immigration status of arrested individuals be verified within 48 hours before they 
can be released on bond.  Under this proposal, local jails would be forced to hold every 
individual identified by ICE as possibly undocumented while an immigration status 
check is conducted.  Housing an inmate costs between $30 and $50 per inmate per 
day.  Cities, counties and other local entities that operate the jails will have to cover the 
cost.  At a time when state and local budgets are facing massive deficits, this is an extra 
expense neither can afford to shoulder.    
 
The bill includes no funding from the state or federal government.  Given the 
estimated $25 billion shortfall Texas is facing, there is likely no state funding for the 
activities outlined in this bill. While the federal government does offer reimbursement 
programs for certain costs associated with the detention of criminal aliens, they are 
often underfunded. One such program, the State Criminal Alien Assistance Program 
(SCAAP), is chronically short on resources.  Furthermore, SCAAP only provides federal 
payments to states and localities that incurred costs for incarcerating undocumented 
criminal aliens with at least one felony or two misdemeanor convictions for violations 
who are detained for at least 4 consecutive days.  Many of the cases this bill creates 
would not be covered under such a program.  Texas simply cannot afford this bill.  It will 
make the state poorer at a time when it can ill-afford to waste resources.    
 
HB 183 is a step in the wrong direction for Texas.  If enacted, it would make our 
communities less safe and place an untold financial burden on our local entities.   
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