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SB 9 and SB 11 Are Bad for the Texas Economy 
 

SB 9 is an omnibus bill that creates needless police checkpoints, allows electronic monitoring of your 
car, and violates the privacy of all Texans while wasting taxpayer dollars.   
SB 11 prevents local chiefs and sheriffs from setting an immigration screening policy for individual 
officers under their authority. 
 
Local enforcement of federal immigration law is an unfunded mandate for cities.  Regulation of 
so-called “sanctuary cities” will waste taxpayers dollars by adding a new set of complicated tasks to 
the already long list of duties done by local law enforcement.   The Goldwater Institute found that 
following the enactment of an enforcement agreement between Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement and Maricopa County, overtime rose from 1,600 hours per two weeks, at a cost of $1.3 
million in only 3 months.  Additionally, a report prepared by the Morris County Sherriff’s Office (New 
Jersey) describes the additional costs of local immigration enforcement in the hundreds of thousands 
of dollars. The majority of these costs were not reimbursed by ICE.  Counties and cities in Texas 
cannot afford to take on this federal enforcement priority.     
 
Local enforcement of federal immigration law will undermine the Texas economy.   
The 2006 Texas Comptroller’s report found that the estimated effect of the removal of the 
undocumented immigrants currently residing in Texas would result in a Gross Region Product loss of 
$18.7 billion in 2010.  The report indicates that undocumented residents contribute over $424 million 
to state coffers.  Following the enactment of legislation encouraging enforcement of immigration at 
the local and state level in Arizona, an estimated 100,000 undocumented workers have left the state.1  
Projected fiscal losses per capita in Arizona resulting from the immigration exodus include the 
following:  $13,255 in expenditure, $4,214 in output, $3,162 in income.2  The Perryman group further 
estimated that TX would lose per capita $9,231 in expenditure, $3,422 in output, and $2,202 in 
income.3  Texas cannot afford to lose the revenue and positive economic contributions of the 
undocumented at a time when there is a $27 billion budget deficit, and the legislature should not 
enact legislation that would cause dramatic negative impacts to our economy.   
 
Local enforcement of federal immigration law undermines public safety.  The Goldwater Institute 
report indicated that the Maricopa County Sheriff’s Office (MCSO) “diverted resources away from basic 
law-enforcement functions to highly publicized immigration sweeps, which [were] ineffective in policing 
illegal immigration and reducing crime generally….”  In practice, places like Maricopa County that have 
engaged in local immigration enforcement have seen resources wasted, an increase in violent crime, and 
slower responses to 9-1-1 calls.  The legislature should not enact laws that undermine the ability of local 
law enforcement and community leaders to ensure law enforcement is addressing local priorities. 
 

Texas should not make the same mistake as Arizona   
Oppose SB 9 and SB 11 
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