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Oppose SB 9 
 

SB 9 fundamentally changes the status quo by prohibiting local government and 
other entities from regulating how individual local actors, such as police officers, enforce 
federal immigration laws.  SB 9 also requires local participation in the controversial 
federal program, Secure Communities, and requires DPS to engage in immigration 
screening of individuals seeking drivers licenses.  
 
SB 9 undermines chain of command by removing local control over the 
enforcement of federal immigration laws by local officers. Without policies directing 
local police officers and others when and how to inquire about immigration, individuals 
will be left to follow any strategy they see fit.  Local taxpayer money will be wasted as 
local officers attempt to take on additional, complicated tasks in an effort to enforce 
federal immigration law. The Goldwater Institute found that following the enactment of 
an enforcement agreement between Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) and 
Maricopa County, overtime rose from 1,600 hours per two weeks, at a cost to the 
county of $1.3 million in only 3 months.  Here in Texas, a 2009 Immigration Policy 
Center report indicated Travis County is already spending over $1 million a year 
housing detainees for ICE. Counties and cities in Texas cannot afford for their individual 
officers and local employees to take on this federal enforcement priority without 
guidance from supervisors. 
 
Removing chain of command invites racial profiling and litigation.  Allowing 
individual actors to pursue immigration screening without guidance from uniform policies 
invites overzealous enforcement.  For example, without specific policies, an individual 
officer would be free to inquire into the immigration status of a trafficking victim, 
potentially leading to the deportation of a witness and victim of crime prior to the 
successful prosecution of the crime.  More generally, when state and local actors violate 
the civil rights and civil liberties of Texans, litigation is a predictable result. Untrained 
local officers may not understand the provisions of SB 9 barring use of appearance, 
perceived background, or preferred language, and may use these impermissible bases 
as reasons to harass or even arrest Texans with the end result being expensive and 
embarrassing litigation. 
 
Mandating immigration screening in jails across Texas is an unfunded mandate.  SB 9 
requires that law enforcement entities participate in the federal Secure Communities.  Similar 
immigration screening programs in Texas have lead to the costly incarceration of people 
suspected of non violent crimes.  For example, in Travis County, unreimbursed costs for 
housing Immigration and Customs Enforcement detainees were $1,313,862 in 2008 alone.1  
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Some counties currently choose to screen only more serious crimes, but this discretion over 
use of local tax dollars will be removed by SB 9.   
 
DPS employees should not be asked to screen the immigration status of individuals 
seeking a drivers license.  SB 9 includes a number of provisions that deal with the rules for 
drivers licenses issued by DPS.  The rules require DPS employees to review federal 
immigration documents, thereby requiring DPS employees to interpret complicated 
documents and immigration status questions.  Additionally, the rules do not allow all legal 
residents the ability to get drivers licenses.  DPS should verify identity and not immigration 
status for the purpose of issuing drivers license because: immigration screening is 
complicated; when done erroneously immigration screening can lead to racial profiling; and 
immigration screening as currently formulated in this bill does not allow all legal residents to 
get drivers licenses.   
 
Local enforcement of federal immigration law will undermine the Texas economy.   
The 2006 Texas Comptroller’s report found that the estimated effect of the removal of 
the undocumented immigrants currently residing in Texas would result in a Gross 
Region Product loss of $18.7 billion in 2010.  The report indicates that undocumented 
residents contribute over $424 million to state coffers.  Following the enactment of 
legislation encouraging enforcement of immigration at the local and state level in 
Arizona, an estimated 100,000 undocumented workers have left the state.2  Projected 
fiscal losses per capita in Arizona resulting from the immigration exodus include the 
following:  $13,255 in expenditure, $4,214 in output, $3,162 in income.3  The Perryman 
group further estimated that TX would lose per capita $9,231 in expenditure, $3,422 in 
output, and $2,202 in income.4 The proposal will also jeopardize commerce between 
Mexico and the state of Texas generally.  Texas cannot afford to enact SB 9 because it 
would cause dramatic negative impacts to our economy.   
 
Local enforcement of federal immigration law undermines public safety. In practice, 
places like Maricopa County that have engaged in local immigration enforcement have 
seen resources wasted, an increase in violent crime, and slower responses to 9-1-1 calls.  
The Major City Chiefs indicate local enforcement of immigration law undermines the 
relationship between police and the community which leads to reduced crime reporting and 
other public safety problems. The legislature should not enact laws that undermine the 
ability of local leaders to ensure law enforcement is addressing local priorities. 
 

Use Local Resources for Local Needs – Oppose SB 9 
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