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H.B. 603/S.B. 600 PROTECT VICTIMS, WITNESSES, AND COMMUNITY SAFETY 

 
QUESTION: How would H.B. 603/S.B. 600 affect law enforcement, crime, and public safety? 
 
FACTS 
 
• Under H.B. 603 (Farrar)/S.B. 600 (Rodriguez), peace officers would be prohibited from asking a crime 

victim or witness any immigration or nationality questions, except as necessary to investigate the 
criminal offense.   

 
– These bills would encourage immigrants to come forward and cooperate with law enforcement when they 

have information about crimes committed against them or in their neighborhoods. 
– Without mutual trust between law enforcement and the members of all communities in their jurisdiction, 

officers lose a powerful tool in preventing and solving serious crimes: access to crucial community 
information about criminal behavior or activity.  Furthermore, when neighborhoods become cut off from 
law enforcement, their residents become easier targets for criminals, and more serious criminal activity can 
develop without the knowledge of law enforcement. 

– The crime rate in the City of El Paso highlights how law enforcement can achieve positive results when they 
focus their resources on serious and violent crime, and reassure community members that their local peace 
officers are not enforcing immigration laws.  El Paso has repeatedly ranked as one of the three safest large 
cities in the United States, and it was ranked the No. 1 safest city in 2010 in one poll.1  The former El Paso 
Police Chief and current Sheriff of El Paso County, Richard Wiles, in part attributes the success of El Paso 
law enforcement to this high level of community trust.2 

 
• These bills would maintain law enforcement discretion to ask immigration status questions when 

relevant to their criminal investigation. 
 

– Because the exercise of discretion is essential to a peace officer’s duties, this bill would permit immigration 
status questions whenever they are relevant to the criminal investigation. 

 
SOLUTION 
 
 Support H.B. 603/S.B. 600 to help ensure public safety in all communities in Texas. 
 
 Maintain police chiefs’ and sheriffs’ control and discretion to set criminal justice priorities, to avoid 

taking scarce resources away from local criminal justice priorities. 
 
 Support community policing and other strategies that improve information sharing between local law 

enforcement and victims, witnesses, and high-crime communities. 
 
 

                                                 
1 City of El Paso Police Department Home Page, available at http://www.ci.el-paso.tx.us/police/ (last visited 3/1/11). 
2 “Texas Governor Employs Arizona Style Anti Immigrant Stance,” Law Firm Newswire, 2/28/11, available at 
http://www.lawfirmnewswire.com/2011/02/texas-governor-employs-arizona-style-anti-immigrant-stance/ (last visited 3/1/11). 


