
 

 

 

 

Keep Texas Schools Focused on Teaching Children 

Vote No on HB 22  
 

HB 22 requires school officials to obtain and review documents and try to determine the 

immigration status of every enrolling student in order to send this information to state 

officials.  Children without the necessary documents may be denied enrollment.  

 

If HB 22 is passed it will result in: 

 

 Every public school in Texas having to hire an immigration legal consultant to 

determine which of a multitude of possible immigration statuses to assign to a 

child; 

 

 Draining already scarce public school resources by requiring school 

administrators to put on the shoes of immigration officers to collect and review 

documents and make immigration determinations; 

 

 Forcing school officials to try to secure potentially outdated or non-existent 

immigration documents for children, particularly in cases where the child’s 

immigration status changes with the parent’s immigration status and is not shown 

independently in any documents; 

 

 Inability by the State to secure accurate data on immigration status because the 

status of children is often hard to determine and may change rapidly over time; 

 

 An increase in school dropouts as a result of the chilling effect on  parents and 

children including naturalized citizens, families that do not speak English at 

home, mixed status families, and families that are missing or lacking citizenship 

or immigration documentation;  

 

 Liability to school districts for failing to enroll eligible children, wrongfully 

mischaracterizing students, and other potential legal violations;  

 

 Stigmatizing English Language Learner school children and non U.S. born 

children, most of whom are U.S. citizens or permanent residents, as students who 

are less deserving of an education or a burden to their schools. 

 

School teachers, administrators and officials are in the business of education and should 

not be asked to risk violating the complex network of federal immigration laws by taking 

on the role of immigration agents.  Schoolchildren, who have the right to attend public K-

12 school regardless of how they arrived in the United States, should not be stigmatized, 

forced to drop out, or singled out for different treatment because of where they were 

born.   

 

 


